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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN)} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Paul Revere House stands on the western side of North Square
(numbered at 19) in Boston, Massachusetts. The small lot on which it was
constructed is now part of a larger, irreqularly shaped parcel containing
the Revere House to the northeast, the MoSes Pierce-Hichborn House (also
a national historic landmark) to the south, and landscaped grounds between
and to the rear (west) of the buildings. The Paul Revere Memorial Association
owns both houses (as of 1970) and operates them as a unit.

The oldest portion of the Revere House was constructed shortly after the
Boston fire of 1676, probably c. 1680. The two-and-a-half story frame house
featured a steeply-pitched gabled roof, second story overhang with corner
pendants, and leaded casement windows. The deeply recessed fireplace at the
northern end of the hall has a bake oven, indicating that the house followed
the typical 17th century one-room plan. A small entrance porch and winding
stair are located in front of the chimney. Two summer beams span the large
hall. The two-story frame kitchen ell, set at an angle to the main house
to fit the irreqular lot, is probably an early addition since it also carries
a bold overhang at the second story level. When Paul Revere moved into the
house in 1770, the structure had already been raised to a full three stories.

By the late 19th century, the Revere House had deteriorated into a tenement
and store and was considerably altered. In 1907 the Paul Revere Memorial
Association purchased the house for the purpose of preserving it and, in
1907-08, the structure was extensively restored and reconstructed under the
direction of Joseph Everett Chandler. The structural skeleton of the house
is original, but all exterior surfaces, including pendants, quarreled windows
with shutters, front door, and roof shingles, and all interior treatment are
reconstructions. The later third story has been removed. The front (east)
elevation of the five-bay house retains its overhang supported by the three
main crosswise timbers--the chimney girt and two Summers. Wall studs are
covered by "parallel" rather than feather-edged clapboards, beaded at the
lower corners.

Both the structural and stylistic elements of the Revere House appear to
be in excellent condition. The first floor has been restored to 17th century
style, but the second story bedroom is fully plastered, cased, paneled, and
painted as it might have been during Revere's residence there. A few small
Revere items have been returned to the house, largely in the kitchen, bt the
majority of the furnishings are "of the period". The kitchen chamber contains
a display of Revere's copperplate engravings, five drawn from the original
plates, the remainder reproductions.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This small wooden house of 17th century medieval design was, from 1770 to
1800, the home of the Revolutionary patriot and noted silversmith and engraver,
Paul Revere. It is also one of downtown Boston's few surviving buildings of
17th century design. The house, located at 19 North Square, was two stories
high when constructed, but had been raised to three stories by the time Revere
lived there. In 1907 the Paul Revere Memorial Association was formed to acquire
and preserve the house; the following year the building was returned to its
original height and extensively restored. Maintained by the Association in
excellent condition, the Paul Revere House is now open to the public from
9 to 3:45 daily except Sundays and holidays.

HISTORICAL SUMMARY

The original portion of the Paul Revere House was probably built by John
Jeffs, a mariner, soon after the Boston fire of 1676. The small, irregqularly
shaped lot on which it was erected had been the site of the parsonage occupied
by Increase Mather as minister of Boston's 0ld North Meeting House. Architectural
investigation indicates that the house was initially of the simple, one-room type.

By the time Paul Revere moved into the house in 1770, a kitchen ell had
been added and the structure had been raised from two to three full stories.
It was probably through the rear door in the kitchen ell that Revere departed
on the night of April 18, 1775, to warn the towns of Middlesex County that the
British forces stationed in Boston were about to begin their march to Concord.
The front door would not have been safe since Redcoats were assembling in North
Square, then only one block from the waterfront, and no civilians were allowed
to enter or leave the area.

Revere and his family left the North Square home in 1800. By the end
of the 19th century it had deteriorated into a tenement and store and was
coms iderably altered. Wwhen the building was condemned as unsafe in 1907, the
Paul Revere Memorial Association was immediately formed to acquire and preserve
it. The following year Boston Architect Joseph Everett Chandler supervised an
extensive restoration of the house. Since that time the Paul Revere Memorial
Association had maintained the house in excellent condition and opened it to
the public on a regular basis.
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The boundaries of the national historic landmark designation for the
Paul Revere House, Boston, Massachusetts, include both that building, located
at 19 North Square, and the adjacent Moses Pierce-Hichborn House, at 29 North
Square. The latter building is a national historic landmark in its own right
and, like the Revere House, is owned by the Paul Revere Memorial Association.
Specific boundary lines, including the two landmark buildings on some 6,841
square feet of land, are shown in red on the accompanying sketch map, a
photocopy of a plan prepared for the "“Final Report of the Boston National
Historic Sites Commission to the Congress of the United States”, dated
June, 1960.
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